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English 1027F (003) 
The Storyteller’s Art I: Introduction to Narrative 

Fall 2024 
 

Instructor: Professor Brian Diemert 
 
Antirequisites: English 1024E, English 1036E 
 
Prerequisites: Grade 12U English or permission of the Department. For part time students who 
have been admitted without the OSSD, this permission will be granted as a matter of course. 
 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your 
Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your 
record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the 
event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 
 
 
Course Description 
This course provides an introduction to the techniques of narrative fiction, drawing on examples 
ranging from late medieval romance to early twenty-first century short stories. In class, you will 
discover the rich variety of narrative techniques employed in storytelling and have the 
opportunity to ask larger questions about the relationship of literature to the culture in which it 
was produced and its continuing influence on the culture of today. The written assignments for 
the course will provide you with both training in literary analysis, logical and rhetorical 
argumentation, and strong skills in grammar and composition. 
  
Objectives: 

• This course will offer you the opportunity to read and discuss literary work by some of 
the western world's greatest writers. Along the way, you will hone your analytical skills 
and discover and use the vocabulary of literary analysis.  You will explore literary 
techniques, identify genres, and engage fundamental questions about representation 
and understanding. Successful students will improve their composition skills and develop 
methods of argument through the writing of essays and tests. These achievements will 
provide you with an introduction to much of the literary tradition and offer a good basis 
from which to take further courses in English.  

• The writing of good English (the development of a style which is accurate, clear, 
economical, and logical) will be studied during the term. No passing grade will be given 
for any part of the course unless the student writes correct English. Attention will also be 
paid to such matters as essay format, citation, and the form of bibliographies. 

 
 

Course Materials 
The following are required, though particular editions are not: 
Borroff, ed. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. Norton.  
James, ‘The Turn of the Screw’ and other Stories (Oxford) 
Shakespeare, The Winter’s Tale 
Winterson, The Gap in Time.  
Bausch, Richard and R.V. Cassill, ed. The Norton Anthology of Short Fiction (shorter edition) Norton. 

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=MAIN_011250_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/Courses.cfm?CourseAcadCalendarID=HURON_012607_1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=
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Methods of Evaluation 
The grade for the course will be arrived at as follows: 
Passage Analysis (700 words) 10%  
Term Test 20%  
Essay (1800-2000 words) 25%  
Tutorial Grade 10%  
Exam 35% 
 
Students are fully responsible for looking at and being familiar with the information posted on the 
department website at http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html. 
 
The standard late penalty after the due date for assignments is two marks per academic day 
(usually Monday-Friday). I am available through email: bdiemert@uwo.ca, but may not reply 
immediately, especially after hours and on weekends. The use of laptops and other note-taking 
devices is permitted, but recordings are prohibited unless accommodation is required. 
 
 
Statements 
Academic Consideration 
Students may request academic consideration in cases of extenuating circumstances – that is, 
personal circumstances beyond the student’s control that have a substantial but temporary 
impact on the student’s ability to meet essential academic requirements.  
 
1. Requests for academic consideration are made to the Academic Advising office of the 

student’s Faculty of Registration.  
 

2. Requests for academic consideration include the following components: 
a. Self-attestation signed by the student; 
b. Indication of the course(s) and assessment(s) relevant to the request; 
c. Supporting documentation as relevant. 

 
Requests without supporting documentation are limited to one per term per course. 
 
Instructors may designate one assignment or assessment as exempt from this allowance. In this 
course, requests for academic consideration pertaining to the term test must be accompanied 
by supporting documentation.  
 
Assignments with flexible deadlines and any term work that does not count towards the course 
grade are not eligible for additional consideration.  
 
Documentation for medical illness, when required, includes the completion of a Western Student 
Medical Certificate (SMC) or, where that is not possible, equivalent documentation, by a health 
care practitioner. 
 
Requests linked to examinations scheduled by the Office of the Registrar during official 
examination periods as well as practice laboratory and performance tests typically scheduled in 
the last week of term always require formal supporting documentation.

http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergraduate/Student%20Information.html
mailto:bdiemert@uwo.ca
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
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Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory in all classes and tutorials. In cases of excessive absenteeism (e.g. 
more than 9 unexcused hours for a half course, 18 for a full course), which are not accounted 
for by either academic consideration or accommodation, students may be debarred from taking 
the final examination, and will receive an official warning to this effect by or before the course 
drop date (see Senate policy). In classes with or without final exams, students who do not 
attend class will receive 0% for course participation grades. Unless other policies dictate a 
different set of penalties in specific English and Writing Studies programs, this will apply to all 
department programs. 
 
Gender-Based and Sexual Violence 
Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence (GBSV) and 
providing compassionate support to anyone who is going through or has gone through these 
traumatic events. If you are experiencing or have experienced GBSV (either recently or in the 
past), you will find information about support services for survivors, including emergency 
contacts at the following website: 
https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html. To connect with a 
case manager or set up an appointment, please contact support@uwo.ca. 
 
Intellectual Property/Copyright 
All instructor-written materials (e.g. PowerPoints, lecture notes, oral lectures) for this course are 
created solely for students’ personal use within the course, and remain the instructor’s 
intellectual property. Further reproduction, fixation, distribution, transmission, dissemination, 
communication, or any other uses, without securing the consent of the copyright owner (the 
course instructor) may be an infringement of copyright. You may not distribute, email, or 
otherwise communicate these materials to any other person. These limitations extend to 
recording, photographing, or sharing lectures (online or in-person) and lecture material without 
permission. Posting the instructor’s content from this course to online course sharing sites like 
OneClass or Course Hero without permission is both an infringement of intellectual property law 
and a violation of academic integrity guidelines. The instructor will pass these cases on to the 
Western University Ombudsperson or their Department Chair as appropriate. 
 
Religious Accommodation 
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and should give 
reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an Academic Counsellor if 
their course requirements will be affected by a religious observance. Additional information is 
given in the Western Multicultural Calendar. 
 
Support Services 
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login 
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/ 
Academic Support & Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 
 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to MentalHealth@Western: 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence 
Instructors must indicate whether the use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) 
tools/software/apps is acceptable, permitted in specific situations, or unacceptable in their 
course.

https://www.uwo.ca/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
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Academic Integrity Tutorial 
All students are required to enroll in and complete the Centre for Teaching and Learning’s 
Academic Integrity Tutorial. To access the tutorial, please use the link provided in the Resource 
tab in the course OWL Brightspace site. Once the tutorial has been completed, you will receive 
a downloadable certificate. You must upload the certificate and submit it through the course 
Assignments tab in order to complete this assignment. The tutorial must be completed by Friday 
in the second week of term. This tutorial is mandatory in order for you to complete and pass the 
course. If you have completed the tutorial already for another course, you may upload the same 
certificate for this course; you do not need to repeat the tutorial. 
 
 
Academic Offences 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 
 
Plagiarism 
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take 
an idea or passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using 
quotation marks where appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. 
Plagiarism is a major academic offence. 
 
Plagiarism Checking 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the 
system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 
University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com http://www.turnitin.com. 
 
All instances of plagiarism will be reported to the Chair of Undergraduate Studies. Proven cases 
of plagiarism will result in a grade of zero for the assignment. Subsequent offences will result in 
failure for the course. 
 
 
Timetable 
Passage analysis October 16 10% 
Essay due November 27 25% 
Term test November 6 20% 
Tutorial grade 10% 
Final Exam in December 35% 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com/
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