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Course Description 
 
The Renaissance political thinker Niccolò Machiavelli has had many lives. His political and 
historical writings made an impact in their time, but especially his treatise The Prince has had 
continuing impacts throughout Western thought up to the current day. This course looks at a 
history of Machiavelli’s ideas and approach to politics, focusing on his ideas of effectual truth. 
This includes a survey of writings responding to and building upon Machiavellian ideas, from 
Hobbes and Rousseau, to Gramsci and Arendt; key among these is Althusser’s book Machiavelli 
and Us, which is the basis for thinking through this course. It also functions as a gateway into 
contemporary treatments of Machiavelli, which will draw upon the collection The Radical 
Machiavelli to open up key questions and approaches to his thought in our current day.   
 

 
 
 
Assignments 
 
1. Seminar Presentation (35%) 

• you will give one in-class presentation of no more than 20 minutes that responds to the 
reading for the week 

• hand in a maximum one-page summary of your topic before you present 
 
2. Research Paper (45%) 

• you will write a final research paper of approximately 20 to 30 pages 
• requirement: discuss your topic with me well in advance of handing in your paper 

 
3. Seminar Participation (20%) 

• note: for students worried about participation you can hand in up to two maximum one 
page reading responses that will count towards your mark 

 



Course Texts (available at the bookstore) 
 
Niccolò Machiavelli, The Prince (Mansfield translation) 
Niccolò Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy [excerpts] 
Diogo Pires Aurélio and Andre Santos Campos (eds.), Machiavelli's Discourses on Livy: New 

Readings [available through UWO Library] 
Filippo Del Lucchese, Fabio Frosini and Vittorio Morfino (eds.), The Radical Machiavelli: 

Politics, Philosophy, and Language [available through UWO Library] 
Quentin Skinner, Machiavelli: A Very Short Introduction [available through UWO Library] 
Maurizio Viroli, Redeeming The Prince: The Meaning of Machiavelli's Masterpiece [available 

through UWO Library] 
 

 
 
Schedule 
 
Week 1—Sept. 9 Course Introduction 
 

“Introduction,” Quentin Skinner, Machiavelli: A Very Short Introduction  
   
  Filippo Del Lucchese, Fabio Frosini and Vittorio Morfino, “Introduction,” 

in The Radical Machiavelli, 1-19 
 
Week 2—Sept. 16 Machiavelli, The Prince [part1] 
 

  Tania Rispoli, “Imitation and Animality: On the Relationship between 
Nature and History in Chapter XVIII of The Prince,” in The Radical 
Machiavelli, 190-203 

 
Week 3—Sept. 23 Machiavelli, The Prince [part2] 
 

  Harvey C. Mansfield, Preface, Machiavelli's Effectual Truth: 
https://assets.cambridge.org/97810093/20122/frontmatter/9781009320122
_frontmatter.pdf 

 
 

***Sept. 30: National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, No class*** 
 
 
Week 4—Oct. 7 Machiavelli, The Mandrake [a play]  

  Line Joranger, “Comedy and politics Machiavelli’s magical contemporary 
drama” 

 
 

***Oct. 12-18: Reading Week, No class*** 
 



Week 5—Oct. 21 Machiavelli, Discourses on Livy [excerpts]  
 

Week 6—Oct. 28 Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan [excerpts] 
 
Alison Brown, “Lucretian Naturalism and the Evolution of Machiavelli’s 
Ethics,” in The Radical Machiavelli, 105-127 

 
Week 7—Nov. 4 Antonio Gramsci, “The Modern Prince,” in Selections from the Prison 

Notebooks 
 
Peter Thomas, “Gramsci’s Machiavellian Metaphor: Restaging 
The Prince,” in The Radical Machiavelli, 440-455 

 
Week 8—Nov. 11 Louis Althusser, Machiavelli and Us [part1] 
 
Week 9—Nov. 18 Louis Althusser, Machiavelli and Us [part2] 
 
Week 10—Nov. 25 Mikko Lahtinen, “Machiavelli Was Not a Republicanist – Or Monarchist: 

On Louis Althusser’s ‘Aleatory’ Interpretation of The Prince,” in The 
Radical Machiavelli, 393-405 

   
  Banu Bargu, “Machiavelli after Althusser,” in The Radical Machiavelli, 

420-439 
 
Week 11—Dec. 2 Andrés Fabián Henao Castro, “Queering Lucrezia’s Virtú: A Feminist 

Reinterpretation of the Radical Machiavelli” 
 
 Elisabetta Benigni, “When Il Principe Travelled to Egypt,” in Adab and 

Modernity 
 
Week 12—Dec. 9 Etienne Balibar, “Essere Principe, Essere Populare: The Principle of 

Antagonism in Machiavelli’s Epistemology,” in The Radical Machiavelli, 
349-367 

 
 

 
 
 
Suggested Readings 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract [excerpts] 
Hannah Arendt, On Revolution [excerpts] 
Albert Russell Ascoli and Victoria Kahn (eds.), Machiavelli and the Discourse of Literature 

[select essays] 
Yves Winter, Machiavelli and the Orders of Violence 
Lucio Biasiori and Giuseppe Marcocci (eds.), Machiavelli, Islam and the East Reorienting the 

Foundations of Modern Political Thought 


	Machiavelli and Us

