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9130 – Capital & Ressentiment: Intersections of Marx and Nietzsche – Winter 2025 

Matt Stahl 
mstahl@uwo.ca 
Office: FNB 4124 
Office hours: TBA 
Room: Stevenson 3165 
Course hours: Friday 10:30-1:30 
 

Ressentiment can be understood as a basic structural and stabilizing affect of capitalism 

Joseph Vogl, Capital and Ressentiment (2022): 125 

Description: This course’s premise is that certain of Marx’s and Nietzsche’s nineteenth-
century insights illuminate, from a non- or anti-liberal perspective, social domination and 
political affect in contemporary social-structural transformations. We will begin with key 
writings by Marx and Nietzsche, and then turn to twenty-first and late twentieth-century 
works. The contemporary works purport or may be read to exemplify how Marx’s and 
Nietzsche’s nineteenth-century analyses might complicate social and political critique of 
(what some observers are calling) end-stage capitalism or technofeudalism. How, without 
relying on ready recourse to or faith in liberalism’s beloveds (rights, contract, rule of law, 
etc.), might we, as bearers of needs and powers, face an anticipated prolonged period of 
social entropy (or at least a period of accelerating expulsions), a projected interregnum, 
continually demanding dehabituation and rehabituation?  

Requirements. You will be required to write two essays dealing with course readings, 
topics to be determined in consultation with me. Secondary sources or additional research 
materials are to be excluded from these essays. Concision, clarity, and specificity are 
crucial. 

- The first paper (6-8 pages, due February 14) will focus on Marx and Nietzsche. You 
may compare Marx and Nietzsche on a specific question or problem, or write about their 
arguments in relation to one of the other pre-reading-week readings. Details TBA. 

- The second paper (12-15 pages, due April 11) will involve bringing one of the 
contemporary writers (excepting Cowie, Losurdo, and Dumm) into dialogue with Marx 
and/or Nietzsche. A one-paragraph abstract will be due March 21. Details TBA. 

I will also ask each student to prepare discussion questions for one class meeting during 
the semester. These questions should highlight important concepts and terms, and point to 
specific quotations in the text. These questions must be emailed or circulated via Owl to 
all seminar participants by 4:00 pm on the day before class. (Depending on enrollment, 
this element may concern post-reading week readings exclusively.)  

Your grade will be based on the following formula: 
Paper 1: 20% 
Paper 2: 55% 
Participation: 15% 
Attendance (required): 10% 
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Required texts (current prices at the UWO Bookstore – used copies are fine): 

Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy 
of Morality (edited by Ansell-Pearson, 
3rd ed., Cambridge University Press 
2017) $31.60 (must obtain this edition) 

Eric Santner, The Weight of All Flesh: 
On the Subject-Matter of Political 
Economy (Oxford University Press 
2016) $33.65 

Wendy Brown, In the Ruins of 
Neoliberalism: The Rise of 
Antidemocratic Politics in the West 
(Columbia University Press 2019) 
$36.90 

Maurizio Lazzarato, Signs and 
Machines: Capitalism and the 
Production of Subjectivity (Semiotext(e) 
2014) $23.95 

Joseph Vogl, Capital and Ressentiment: 
A Brief Theory of the Present (Polity 
2022) $29.95 

Kojin Karatani, Marx: Towards the 
Centre of Possibility (Verso 2020) 
$33.95 

(All other readings will be made 
available online or otherwise distributed 
by instructor.)

 

Week 1 – January 10 

Domenico Losurdo, “What is Liberalism?” (Liberalism: A Counter-History, 1-34) (This 
reading will be distributed on paper in class.) 

Week 2 – January 17 

Karl Marx, “The Class Struggles in France, 1848-1850” & “The Eighteenth Brumaire of 
Louis Bonaparte” (Marx-Engels Reader, 586-617). 

Week 3 – January 24 

Karl Marx, “The German Ideology” (Marx-Engels Reader, 146-200). 

Week 4 – January 31 

Friederich Nietzsche, Genealogy, “Preface” & “First essay: ‘Good and Evil’, ‘Good and 
Bad’” (3-36); Daniel Defoe, The Great Law of Subordination, Consider’d (91-104) ; 
Thomas Dumm, “On the Genealogy of Danger” (Democracy and Punishment, 3-11).  

Week 5 – February 7 

Karl Marx, Capital V. 1 (excerpts) (Marx-Engels Reader, 294-388; 417-418). 

Week 6 – February 14 

Friederich Nietzsche, Genealogy, “Second essay: ‘Guilt’, ‘bad conscience’ and related 
matters” & “Third essay: What do ascetic ideals mean?” (36-123); Thomas Dumm, 
“Liberal Democratic Discourse” (Democracy and Punishment, 15-34). 
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[Winter break – February 17-21] 

Week 7 – February 28 

Eric Santner, The Weight of All Flesh (Goodman’s Introduction & Santner’s Lectures 1 
and 2, pp. 1-128). 

Week 8 – March 7 

Eva Von Redecker, “Ownership’s Shadow: Neoauthoritarianism as Defense of Phantom 
Possession”; Jefferson Cowie, “George Wallace and American Freedom” (Freedom’s 
Dominion, 1-14) & “Lynching as an Act of Freedom” (Freedom’s Dominion, 232-249). 

Week 9 – March 14 

Wendy Brown, In the Ruins of Neoliberalism. 

Week 10 – March 21 

Maurizio Lazzarato, Signs and Machines. 

Week 11 – March 28 

Kojin Karatani, Marx: Towards the Centre of Possibility. 

Week 12 – April 4  

Joseph Vogl, Capital and Ressentiment. 
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Statement on Academic Offences: Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students 
are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes 
a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_grad.pdf 

 

Graduate Course Health and Wellness: As part of a successful graduate student 
experience at Western, we encourage students to make their health and wellness a 
priority. Western provides several on campus health‐related services to help you achieve 
optimum health and engage in healthy living while pursuing your graduate degree. 
Information regarding health‐ and wellness‐related services available to students may be 
found at http://www.health.uwo.ca/. Students seeking help regarding mental health 
concerns are advised to speak to someone they feel comfortable confiding in, such as 
their faculty supervisor, their program director (graduate chair), or other relevant 
administrators in their unit. Campus mental health resources may be found at 
http://www.health.uwo.ca/mental_health/resources.html. 

 

Statement on Student Accessibility Services: Western is committed to achieving 
barrier-free accessibility for all its members, including graduate students. As part of this 
commitment, Western provides a variety of services devoted to promoting, advocating, 
and accommodating persons with disabilities in their respective graduate program. 
Graduate students with disabilities (for example, chronic illnesses, mental health 
conditions, mobility impairments) are encouraged to register with Student Accessibility 
Services, a confidential service designed to support graduate and undergraduate students 
through their academic program. With the appropriate documentation, the student will 
work with both SAS and their graduate programs (normally their Graduate Chair and/or 
Course instructor) to ensure that appropriate academic accommodations to program 
requirements are arranged.  These accommodations include individual counseling, 
alternative formatted literature, accessible campus transportation, learning strategy 
instruction, writing exams and assistive technology instruction. For more information, 
see http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/ 

 

Western University Land Acknowledgment: We acknowledge that Western University 
is located on the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak 
and Chonnonton Nations, on lands connected with the London Township and Sombra 
Treaties of 1796 and the Dish with One Spoon Covenant Wampum. With this, we respect 
the longstanding relationships that Indigenous Nations have to this land, as they are the 
original caretakers. We acknowledge historical and ongoing injustices that Indigenous 
Peoples (First Nations, Métis and Inuit) endure in Canada, and we accept responsibility 
as a public institution to contribute toward revealing and correcting miseducation as well 
as renewing respectful relationships with Indigenous communities through our teaching, 
research and community service. 


