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 FACULTY-AT-LARGE CONSTITUENCY 

The following faculty members have been nominated for membership on the Board 
of Governors for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2027 term. Candidate statements are 
included below. 
 

1. GOEHRING, Edmund – Professor, Don Wright Faculty of Music, Department 
of Music Research and Composition 

2. SANTOS, Gildo – Professor, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, 
Dentistry 

3. SHIRE, Laurel – Associate Professor, Faculty of Social Science, Department 
of History  

 

GOEHRING, Edmund Professor, Don Wright Faculty of Music, 
Department of Music Research and Composition 

 
I am a Professor of Music History and joined The 
University of Western Ontario in 2005. My chief 
university-wide service has been through UWOFA, 
including membership on its Board and Grievance 
Committee. In the Faculty of Music, I organized our 
Council’s vote against a partnership with Navitas and 
worked on matters of compensation and workload for 
our contract faculty. More informally, I have joined with 
colleagues and students across campus to call for the 
administration to divest from the fossil-fuel industry. My 
reasons for wanting to serve on the Board of Governors 
relate to two broad areas: money and vision. Regarding 
money, I would advocate for faculty renewal and 
improving the conditions of contract faculty, query the 
administration’s allocation of resources toward 
buildings and management more than toward faculty, 
and scrutinize the growing influence of private donors over the university’s mission. 
These fiscal priorities serve a vision of a university that is not corporate and austere 
but public and liberal. Further, reaffirming the university’s prime goals of advancing 
learning and broadening culture (rather than of hoarding wealth) also yields a practical 
benefit. It expands public support for the institution, which is vital to its future viability 
and sustainability. 
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SANTOS, Gildo Professor, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, 
Dentistry 

 
I am a tenured Full Professor at Schulich Dentistry, 
Alumnus of the Western Continuing Studies, ADEA 
Leadership Institute, Western Leader Academy, and 
Ivey Business School. As a professor, I received the 
W.W. Wood Award for Excellence in Dental 
Education from the Association of Canadian 
Faculties of Dentistry. I served in many capacities at 
Schulich, including Associate Dean - UDE, Director 
of Clinics, Chair of CDE, and Chair of Restorative 
Dentistry. Besides serving at the Senate, I have 
served as a Member of the Council of the Royal 
College of Dental Surgeons of Ontario and the 
Council of Faculties at the American Dental Education Association. As a clinician, I 
have thirty-six years of clinical experience caring for patients and attending to their 
individualized needs. My background as Brazilian/Canadian, experience interacting 
with a diverse population, and my leadership skills provide me with a creative and 
inclusive approach necessary for problem-solving. After serving in the Senate, 
interacting with many leaders, and developing a genuine interest in service, I see in 
this position an opportunity to use my skills to serve our University at a higher level.   
I hope to bring a fresh perspective to this Board with my multicultural background and 
personal skills.   
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SHIRE, Laurel Associate Professor, Faculty of Social Science, 
Department of History 

 
I joined the History Department in 2013. I have served as 
Co-Director of the Interdisciplinary program in American 
Studies and as Graduate Chair. In 2020-21, I developed 
an Exit Survey for all students leaving the graduate 
programs each year, in which they can provide feedback 
on their experiences as students, and as teaching and 
research assistants on campus. That survey has now 
been adapted for use in several other departments.     
As an historian of women and U.S. expansion in the 19th 
century (The Threshold of Manifest Destiny: Gender and 
National Expansion in Florida, UPenn Press, 2016)       
I understand how many of the equity, diversity, inclusion, 
and decolonization challenges of the present came to be 
and work actively to contribute to addressing them. I serve on my departmental EDID 
committee, as well as the EDIAD working group in SGPS. A student-centered 
educator, I would seek to be a champion for our Graduate and Undergraduate students 
and their interests on the Board of Governors. I am particularly concerned about safe 
and affordable housing for graduate students, as well as fostering an inclusive climate 
on campus in which we can all conduct the ground-breaking research for which 
Western is known. 
 
 


