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FACULTY: 
Arts and Humanities Constituency 

The following members of faculty have been acclaimed for membership on Senate 
in the Arts and Humanities Constituency for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025 term.  
 

1. BASSNETT, Madeline – Associate Professor, English and Writing Studies 
2. OLSON, Kelly – Professor, Classical Studies 

 

BASSNETT, Madeline  Associate Professor, English and Writing Studies 

 
I am an Associate Professor in the Department of English and Writing Studies,   
where I teach Renaissance Literature and Creative Writing. I am also an affiliate 
member of the Department of Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies and I served 
as Undergraduate Chair of EWS from 2019-22. I am the author of Women,        
Food Exchange, and Governance in Early Modern England (2016), the co-editor with 
Hillary Nunn of In the Kitchen, 1550-1800: Reading English Cooking at Home and 
Abroad (2022), and the Project Leader of the ArcGIS open access database,  
Weather Extremes in Early Modern England (2022-present). I am also the author of a 
poetry collection, Under the Gamma Camera (2019). As an Arts and Humanities 
representative on Senate, I would bring my administrative experience as 
Undergraduate Chair, which includes undergraduate policy and EDID initiatives. 
Informed by my current research into the topics of climate change and the 
environment, I also bring a particular interest in the University’s sustainability 
initiatives. I would further contribute to promoting the transparency, clear 
communication, and collegial governance that A&H representatives have been 
pursuing so effectively over the last several years.  
 
 

OLSON, Kelly  Professor, Classical Studies 

 
Kelly Olson is a full professor in the Dept of Classical Studies and WSFR. She has 
been a member of Senate (2015-17, 2019-20), on the Ops/Agenda committee   
(2019-20), and is her departmental representative to UWOFA. She has also served on 
the Honorary Degree Nominating Committee (2018-20), and has been Speakers’ Chair 
in her department since 2011. She has been on the nominating committees for both 
WSFR and the Faculty of Arts & Humanities, and is graduate chair for Classical Studies 
2020-2023. She is also an active researcher, having published two monographs with 
Routledge, and has three edited collections forthcoming. 
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FACULTY:  
Health Sciences Constituency 

The following member of faculty has been acclaimed for membership on Senate in 
the Health Sciences Constituency for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025 term. No 
additional nominations were received. Senate will appoint one additional member at 
the recommendation of the Faculty. 
 

1. ZECEVIC, Aleksandra – Associate Professor, School of Health Studies 
 

ZECEVIC, Aleksandra Associate Professor, School of Health Studies 

 
My name is Aleksandra Zecevic, and I am an 
Associate Professor at the Faculty of Health 
Sciences seeking election to Senate. Since 1994 
Western have been my academic home. My first 
experience was as a master’s student, then an 
instructor, doctoral student, and a faculty member 
since 2006. An opportunity to serve on the Senate 
would be great privilege and highest honor, 
allowing me to give back to the institution that 
embraced and supported me for almost 30 years.  
I aspire to offer to the Senate excellence that have 
awarded me fellowships in both research (with the 
Gerontological Society of America, 2016) and 
teaching (3M National Teaching Fellow 2020 with 
STLHE). Currently, I lead pedagogical innovation, experiential learning and 
internationalization at the School of Health Studies, represent the FHS on the council 
of the Faculty of Education, work with Western’s Indigenous Student Centre, serve as 
a national co-coordinator of the D2L Teaching Award, and collaborate closely with 
colleagues at OsloMet University in Norway and Karolinska Institute in Sweden. I am 
ready to bring to the Senate a wealth of expertise in teaching innovation and 
internationalization, passion for age-based equity, and aspiration to shape the future 
of higher education. 
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FACULTY:  
Law Constituency 

The following member of faculty has been acclaimed for membership on Senate in 
the Law Constituency for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025 term.  
 

1. PITEL, Stephen – Professor, Law  
 

PITEL, Stephen Professor, Law 

 
I have been at Western since 2000 
and have been involved with 
university governance issues for 
many years. I served as President 
of UWOFA in 2017-18 and am 
currently serving as a faculty 
member (elected by Senate) of 
Western’s Board of Governors.    
I have previously represented the 
Faculty of Law on Senate and 
served on the Provost’s Ad Hoc 
Committee on Free Speech. I have 
served on several Senate and Board committees including the Presidential Review 
Committee in 2022. Beyond the Western community, I am the President of the 
Canadian Association for Legal Ethics. In my governance work I focus on 
accountability, transparency and protection of the rights and interests of faculty 
members. In order to seek a second term on the Board, I am required to be a 
member of Senate in 2023-24. I consider it beneficial for the Faculty of Law to have 
a representative on the Board and so ask that my faculty colleagues support my 
efforts to remain involved in that role by electing me to Senate. 
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FACULTY:  
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry Constituency 

The following member of faculty has been acclaimed for membership on Senate in the 
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry Constituency for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 
2025 term. No additional nominations were received. Senate will appoint one additional 
member from Medicine at the recommendation of the School. 
 

1. LAIRD, Dale – Professor, Anatomy and Cell Biology 
 

LAIRD, Dale Professor, Anatomy and Cell Biology 

 
Dale W. Laird is a Distinguished University 
Professor, Assistant Dean (Research Chairs & 
Awards), and former Canada Research Chair 
(Tier I). His research program has been      
tri-council funded for over 30 years and he has 
published over 170 peer-reviewed articles in 
cell, development, and cancer biology (>18,500 
citations, h-index 72). Dr. Laird has been the 
recipient of two national, one provincial, and  
two university awards in recognition of his 
achievements. He was a recent member of the 
esteemed Gairdner Foundation Medical Review 
Panel and is a Fellow of the Canadian Academy 
of Health Sciences. Since 2004, he has served 
on UWO Senate for eight years and currently is 
an active Senator seeking renewal. During his 
years on Senate, he was the Chair of the 
Senate Committee on University Planning for four years. He has also served on the 
Operations and Agenda Committee for several years and on the Nominating 
Committee as an alternate. Dr. Laird is on the Board of a not-for-profit NGO and has 
engaged in numerous outreach and volunteer programs designed to help bridge the 
gap between scientific discoveries and public understanding. Dr. Laird brings a 
knowledgeable and valuable perspective to Western’s operations and governance.   
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FACULTY:  
Music Constituency 

The following member of faculty has been acclaimed for membership on Senate in 
the Music Constituency for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025 term.  
 

1. HODGSON, Aaron – Associate Professor, Performance Studies 
 

HODGSON, Aaron Associate Professor, Performance Studies 

 
During 2022-23, I have served on Western’s Senate as a sabbatical replacement for 
a colleague, and I would appreciate an opportunity to continue in the role for a full term. 
Serving in this capacity would allow me to additionally serve on Senate subcommittees 
in the upcoming years. In addition to Senate, I have served on the National Scholarship 
Committee, the University Disciplinary Appeals Committee and as an equity 
representative for Canada Research Chair Searches at Ivey and in the faculties of 
Social Science, Engineering and Science. I am currently serving a three-year term as 
a Teaching Fellow through Western’s Centre for Teaching and Learning.     
Western’s Senate is a vital part of its governance, and this year I have been impressed 
by the knowledge, insight and attention to detail of colleagues who clearly value the 
importance of respectful debate. I am also committed to keeping my faculty colleagues 
informed about the Senate’s activities, and I will welcome and carefully consider their 
input, especially in matters specifically concerning our faculty. 
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FACULTY:  
Social Science Constituency 

The following members of faculty have been acclaimed for membership on Senate 
in the Social Science Constituency for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025 term.  
 

1. BECKETT, Greg – Associate Professor, Anthropology  
2. CLEVELAND, Mark – Professor, DAN Management 

 

BECKETT, Greg Associate Professor, Anthropology 

 
My name is Greg Beckett, and I am seeking election to Western’s Senate. I am an 
associate professor of anthropology, with research expertise in political anthropology. 
My work has focused on the everyday experience of political and environmental crisis 
in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. I am seeking to join the Senate because I am firmly committed 
to the role of faculty governance and to the value of post-secondary education as a 
public good. I have served on Western’s Non- Medical Research Ethics Board, and I 
am currently Chair of the Undergraduate Program for the Department of Anthropology. 
As a discipline, anthropology is rooted in a deep respect for diversity and cultural 
difference. Our methodology is founded on deep listening and the acknowledgment of 
the expertise that comes from lived experience. I would bring to Senate a commitment 
to helping Western realize its strategic vision of building a more inclusive culture for all 
members of our community. I am especially interested in helping the university achieve 
its goals of decolonizing knowledge and of making our community and campus more 
diverse, inclusive, and accessible.  
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CLEVELAND, Mark Professor, DAN Management 

 
I am a full professor and holder of a research 
chair in the DAN Department of Management 
(Social Science). It would be my distinct 
privilege to serve on Senate to represent my 
colleagues in Social Science. I am confident 
that I would be a strong voice for my faculty, 
building on my 18 years of experience at 
Western, as a faculty member (since 2005) 
and administrator (Directorship: Migration 
and Ethnic Relations, 2016-18), my previous 
experience on Senate (Social Science  
2019-2020, SGPS At-Large, 2021-23), and 
my experience on many committees at the 
departmental, faculty, and university levels, 
including the three Senate subcommittees that I am currently serving on (Nominating 
Committee, Operations-Agenda Committee, and Senate Committee on Teaching 
Awards). I am a proponent of open communications and upholding transparent 
planning and consultations between the university leadership, and its faculty, staff, and 
student constituencies. I also seek to build bridges between faculty departments as 
well as between the faculties at Western. 
 
 
 



Senate Elections  
 

  
 
  
 

 
 (ONE acclaimed)  
 

 

FACULTY:  
SGPS – Arts and Humanities 

The following member of faculty has been acclaimed for membership on Senate in 
the SGPS – Arts and Humanities Constituency for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2025 
term.  
 

1. MEYER, Alexander – Associate Professor, Classical Studies 
 

MEYER, Alexander Associate Professor, Classical Studies 

 
I have spent four years on the University Senate and served on the Senate Operations 
and Agenda Committee and the Arts and Humanities Educational Policy Committee.  
I am also a former president of the Graduate Student Council at Tufts University.  
When I return to the senate I will continue to focus my experience and commitment to 
fair and just government and specifically to challenges in graduate education, such as 
research support and PhD funding. My academic interests are in Roman History 
(specifically mobility, timekeeping, and travel), Latin Epigraphy, and field archaeology. 
Therefore I am particularly familiar with the problems associated with working abroad. 
Currently I hold a SSHRC Development Grant to produce readings of Roman stylus 
tablets from Vindolanda Roman Fort. I have also been co-P.I. on SSHRC Insight and 
Connection grants. In addition, I lead undergraduate study abroad programs in the UK 
and Italy. I’ve been at Western since 2011. 
 
 


