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GRADUATE STUDENTS:  
Graduate Students Constituency 

The following graduate students have been acclaimed on Senate in the Graduate 
students constituency for the July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 term.  
 

1. DE GIUSTI BORDIGNON, Mara – PhD / Education 
2. SAMSON, Hugh – PhD / Information & Media Studies 
3. SANITA LIMA, Matheus – PhD / Science 
4. WELCH, Joel – PhD / Law  

 

DE GIUSTI BORDIGNON, Mara  PhD / Education 

 
I am a second year PhD student in the faculty 
of Education, Critical Policy, Equity, and 
Leadership stream. My career background as 
an academic librarian includes membership 
on an Ontario college academic council, 
giving me a strong grasp of protocols and 
procedures. I have also served on various 
cross-departmental committees and projects. 
I have approximately fifteen years of 
experience in various management and 
leadership positions focused on teaching and 
information literacies. I also bring overseas 
experience, having worked in higher 
education in the Middle East Gulf region.      
I seek re-election to the Senate so that I can continue to learn about policy processes 
from that of a U15 research university context. My work experience, combined with my 
academic foundation, provide strengths of collaborative teamwork with members of 
diverse backgrounds and perspectives, critical and analytical thinking skills, and 
understandings of complexity related to issues in higher education, governance, and 
policy studies. I also bring unique perspectives to Senate from my positionality as a 
mature student, parent, immigrant to Canada, and academic professional with 
international experience. I have enjoyed the opportunity to work with the Western 
community on academic policy this past year, and look forward to contributing in the 
coming year. 
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SAMSON, Hugh PhD / Information & Media Studies 

 
Hugh Samson is a second-year Ph.D. student 
in the Faculty of Information and Media 
Studies, with a background in Classics, 
Literacy Education, and Library and 
Information Science. Via a synthesis of 
contemplative and ethnographic methods, his 
research explores the integration of 
contemplative initiatives, programs, services, 
spaces, and technologies, or contemplative 
infrastructure, within information environments. 
Possessing a decade of academic governance 
experience, Hugh seeks re-election to Senate 
in 2023, where he will strive to continue to 
represent the best interests of graduate 
students by means of the creation of considered and responsible academic policy, the 
exercise of critical judgment when arriving at decisions and providing guidance to 
senior administrators, and enhanced communication with constituents concerning the 
issues before Senate. 
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SANITA LIMA, Matheus PhD / Science 

 
Prior to my current Ph.D. program,         
I completed an M.Sc. in Biology at Western. 
I currently am a member of the University 
Senate sitting on three sub-committees: a) 
University Research Board, b) Nominating 
Committee and c) Operations/Agenda 
Committee. I am also a Graduate Student 
Representative in the Graduate Education 
Council (GEC – SGPS) and a member of  
the Academic Policy and Regulations      
Sub-committee in the GEC. Throughout this 
past year, I have brought the concerns of 
our graduate student community to several 
Senate and subcommittee meetings. 
Therefore, I would like to continue working 
on this representation and be a member of the Senate in the upcoming year.       
After having lived in five different countries and experienced academia on three 
different continents, I am equipped with creativity, resilience, and resourcefulness.    
If re-elected, I will continue to bring my global perspective on a wide range of topics 
including: a) the cost-of-life crisis, b) the need for interdisciplinarity between STEM and 
non-STEM disciplines, c) the value of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion & Decolonization 
across hierarchies and d) the global climate emergency. I am certain my contributions 
will continue to enrich the University Senate, and I am already grateful for your trust 
and consideration.  
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WELCH, Joel PhD / Law 

 
Greetings to my fellow Western University graduate 
students. Western is special to me. I’m a repeat 
Western University alumnus and currently studying 
in my second year of a PhD program with the law 
faculty where I am writing a dissertation on using 
science fiction to explore emerging issues in space 
and technology law. I also bartend at the Grad Club 
and fence varsity (sabre) for Western although    
it’s fair to say I am not a young man anymore.    
Yet #PurpleandProud. Along the path of life,     
I’ve had an interesting career serving Canada in the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, became a lawyer 
along the journey, and currently serving on Western 
University’s Senate for the school year 2022-23 
where I sit on the Senate Review Board Academic 
(“SRBA”) committee where we hear student’s 
academic appeals. I approach governance with an 
open mind sharply honed by personal and 
professional experience. Knowing the importance of conversation, I vow to be always 
listening, approachable, and aware. Please engage with me in person, on Twitter 
(@joel_welch), on Mastodon (@JoelWelch@newsie.social) or on the SOGS Discord. 
My university email is: jwelch2@uwo.ca. Thank you for any consideration.  
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