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We acknowledge that Western University is located on the traditional lands of the
Anishinaabek, Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak and Attawandaron peoples, on lands
connected with the London Towns hip and Sombra Treaties of 1796 and the Dis h with
One Spoon Covenant Wampum. This land continues to be home to divers e Indigenous
peoples (Firs t Nations , Métis and Inuit) whom we recognize as contemporary s tewards
of the land and vital contributors of our s ociety.
Course: SA 3602B: Studio Seminar II

Term: Winter 2023

Time: Thurs day, 8:30am - 12:30pm

Classroom: VAC-249

Professor: J es s ica Karuhanga

Email: jkaruhan@uwo.ca

Office hours: Thurs day, 1:00pm - 2:00pm

Office Location: VAC 215

Antirequisite(s): VAS 3382A/B (formally)
Prerequi site(s): Studio Art 2602A/B/Y or the former VAS 2282A/B, and regis tration in
the Honors Specialization in Studio Arts module, or permis s ion of the Department.
Course Description: A s tudio/theory s eminar required for s tudents in the third year of
the Honors Specialization in Studio Arts . As a forum for engagement with methods and
practices of profes s ional artis ts it will help s tudents prepare for the portfolio review
required for entry into SA 4605 Practicum.
Learning Outcomes:

Depth and Breadth of Knowle dge
●

●

Develop a knowledge of the divers e contemporary art practices and artis ts
featured in the cours e and their connected key critical and theoretical
frameworks .
Develop critical thinking s kills .

Knowledge of Methodologies
●
●

Develop knowledge of various methodologie s , both paradigmatic and
idios yncratic.
Develop abilities to dis cern ambiguities and their generative potential.

Application of Knowledge

Produce innovative and inventive contributions to in-clas s dis cus s ions and
through the various as s ignments .
Autonomy and Professional Capacity
● Become familiar with the range of profes s ional pos s ibilities afforded to artis ts ,
theoris ts and curators in and out of the academy.
●
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Assessment:
Clas s Participation and Attendance

15%

Practicum Application Pres entation (Draft)

5% Due Jan 19

Midterm: Studio Project (In-Progres s Crit)

5% Due Feb 9

Midterm: Studio Project

20% Due Feb 16

Artlab Exhibition Propos al Pres entation (Group or Solo)

10% Due Mar 9

Final: Studio Project (In-Progres s Crit)

5% Due Mar 23

Practicum Application (Final )
Final: Studio Project

10% Due Mar 30
30% Due Apr 6

Assignment Descriptions:
Class Participation and Attendance
1) attendance = max. total 10% - es tablis hed quantitatively
2) participation for the remaining 5% - as s es s ed qualitatively.
Practicum Application Presentation (Draft)
A 10 minute pres entation of at leas t three artworks (from different bodies of work)
you' ve produced in pas t clas s es . Prepare 5 minutes where you pres ent; the remaining
5 minutes will be us ed for dis cus s ion. Us e mos t of your pres entation time for the
artworks on view, but you can include a couple of s entences on your general approach
to art. Submit Powerpoint and one-page artis t s tatement (250 - 500 words ) to OWL
(thes e can be s ubmitted up to 11:55pm on the day of the clas s , s o you can s ubmit
after the pres entation, or re-s ubmit a revis ed vers ion if you s ubmitted before the clas s ).
Practicum Application (Final)
Updated vers ion of the draft vers ion including, where applicable: feedback received,
updated content, revis ed s tatement, improved documentation. Details on files to
s ubmit will be s ent via an email announcement by mid-term.
Artlab Exhibition Proposal Presentation (Group or Solo)
Details on files to s ubmit will be s ent via an email announcement by mid-term.
Midterm: S tudio Project
Include a 1-page project s tatement in .docx or format s ubmitted to OWL. It is s trongly
encouraged that you pres ent a project in a medium you have never worked in before.
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In-class critiques are integral to the projects and your preparation and performance
during yours is considered in your grade. (Details are subject to change).
Final: Studio Project
Include a 1-page project statement in .docx format submitted to OWL. This must be an
entirely different project from the mid -term one. It can be in any medium or media. If
the work is not digital to begin with, documentation of it must be submitted in digital
form (docx, pdf, or www). Your project must be focused and cohesive. It should be
ambitious in scope. As such it is highly recommended that you start early and give
yourself plenty of time to change course along the way, investigate tangents, and
challenge yourself. In-class critiques are integral to the projects and your preparation
and performance during yours is considered in your grade. (Details are subject to
change). The in-progress crit for the final on March 25 will be peer -graded.
Course Requirements:
● Active uwo email addres s (communications outs ide of clas s will be done via
email).
● Students are expected to do the as s igned readings /viewings /lis tenings /etc., and
come to clas s prepared to dis cus s them.
● Students are expected to contribute to clas s in a thoughtful, timely, informed,
focus ed, s ens itive, and res pectful manner.
● An ins atiable curios ity and a des ire to learn, res earch, experiment and create.
Attendance:
● Attendance, punctuality and preparednes s for clas s are critical.
● Univers ity regulations s tipulate that if a s tudent mis s es 15% of their clas s es ,
without written corroboration for health or bereavement, they can be debarred
from participation in final evaluations and/or critiques .
Assignments/Late Assignments:
Students are expected to complete all as s ignments on time. Failure to complete
as s ignments without prior arrangements with the ins tructor will res ult in a failing grade.
With prior dis cus s ion, s tudents may hand in late work with a 5% per day deduction
from the as s ignment. Extens ions will be given upon official notification from the
s tudent’s faculty advis or due to documented s erious health and bereavement reas ons .
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Prerequisite Checking:
You are responsible for ensuring that you have successfully completed all course
prerequisites and that you have not taken an antirequisite course. Lack of prerequisites
may not be used as a basis of appeal. If you are not eligible for a course, you may be
removed from it at any time, and you will receive no adjustment to your fees. These
decisions cannot be appealed.
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism, which may be defined as “The act or an instance of copying or stealing
another’s words or ideas and attributing t hem as one’s own,” will not be tolerated.
(Citation excerpted from Black’s Law Dictionary, 1999, 7th ed., p. 1170). This includes
presenting the visual or aural work of another creator as your own. Visual or Aural
Plagiarism may involve both hand -based media such as drawing, painting, printmaking
and sculpture, as well as digital media such as photography, video and sound. It
includes work subsequently manipulated or transferred between different media, as
well as self-plagiarism – work submitted for assign ments previously produced and
graded for another course. Similar to textual plagiarism, all student work involving the
visual or aural work of others must be appropriately cited/identified whether in print or
orally. Failure to do so will lead to similar a cademic penalties as those identified in
Western’s Academic Calendar.
Student Conduct:
All students will conduct themselves in a manner that will be consistent with the
maturity and academic integrity expected of university students. Student conduct sh all
be consistent with the general laws of the community and with University regulations.
Students shall show regard and respect for the rights, safety, and property of all
members of the University community and are expected to act in a responsible manner
within the University and the community at large.
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/code_of_conduct.pdf
Academic Sanctions:
In instances of non-payment of prescribed tuition and other fees, the University shall
seal the academic record. When an academic record is sealed, the student will not be
able to: a) view grades; b) register in future courses; c) receive transcripts or a degree
diploma; d) obtain admission or readmission.
The above prohibitions shall be in force until such time as indebtedness to the
University, including payment of fee for removal of the seal, has been cleared to the
satisfaction of the University.
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Po licyCategoryID=1&Command
=showCategory&Keywords=academic%20sanctions&SubHeadingID=169&SelectedCal
endar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_169
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Additional Course Material Request Policy:
For online courses the material may be presented in a variety of ways at the
instructor’s discretion. Requests for additional material can only be made in cases
necessitating academic accommodation. If a student requires Academic
Accommodation for the course material, they can contact Western’s Academic
Support & Engagement department. http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/
Academic Consideration:
The Univers ity recognizes that a s tudent’s ability to meet their academic
res pons ibilities may, on occas ion, be impaired by medical illnes s . Illnes s may be acute
(s hort term), or it may be chronic (long term), or chronic with acute epis odes . The
Univers ity further recognizes that medical s ituations are deeply pers onal and res pects
the need for privacy and confidentiality in thes e matters . However, in order to ens ure
fairnes s and cons is tency for all s tudents , academic accommodation for work
repres enting 10% or more of the s tudent’s overall grade in the cours e s hall be granted
only in thos e cas es where there is documentation indicating that the s tudent was
s erious ly affected by illnes s and could not reas onably be expected to meet their
academic res pons ibilities .
Documentation s hall be s ubmitted, as s oon as pos s ible, to the appropriate Dean’s
office (the Office of the Dean of the s tudent’s Faculty of regis tration/home Faculty)
together with a reques t for relief s pecifying the nature of the accommodation being
reques ted. Thes e documents will be retained in the s tudent’s file, and will be held in
confidence in accordance with the Univers ity’s Official Student Record Information
Privacy Policy.
Once the petition and s upporting documents have been received and as s es s ed,
approp riate academic accommodation s hall be determined by the Dean’s Office in
cons ultation with the s tudent’s ins tructor(s ). Academic accommodation may include
extens ion of deadlines , waiver of attendance requirements for clas s es /labs /tutorials ,
arranging Special Exams or Incompletes , re-weighting cours e requirements , or
granting late withdrawals without academic penalty. Academic accommodation s hall
be granted only where the documentation indicates that the ons et, duration and
s everity of the illnes s are s uch that the s tudent could not reas onably be expected to
complete their academic res pons ibilities . (Note – it will not be s ufficient to provide
documentation indicating s imply that the s tudent “was s een for a medical reas on” or
“was ill.”)
Whenever pos s ible, s tudents who require academic accommodation s hould provide
notification and documentation in advance of due dates , examinations , etc. Students
mus t follow up with their profes s ors and their Academic Couns eling office in a timely
manner.
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Documentation from Family Physicians/Nurse Practitioners and Walk -In Clinics A
Western Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required where a student is seeking
academic accommodation. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the
initial consultation with the physician/nurse practitioner or walk -in clinic. An SMC can
be downloaded at
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf .
At the time of illness, students should make an appointment with a physician/nurse
practitioner at Student Health Services. During this appointment, request a Student
Medical Certificate from the Physician/Nurse Practitioner.
Students should request that an SMC be filled out. Students may bring this form with
them, or request alternative Emergency Department documentation. Documentation
should be secured at the time of the initial visit to the Emergency Department. Where it
is not possible for a student to have an SMC completed by the attending physician, the
student must request documentation sufficient to demonstrate that their ability to meet
their academic responsibilities was seriously affected.
Instructors are encouraged, in the first instance, to arrange participation requirements
and multiple small assignments in such a way as to allow students some flexibility.
Accommodation by Instructor for work worth less than 10% of the overall grade in a
course. A student seeking academic accommodation for any work worth less than
10% must contact the instructor or follow the appropriate Department or course
specific instructions provided on the course outline. In arranging accommodation,
instructors will use good judgment and ensure fair treatment for all students.
Instructors must indicate on the course outline how they will be dealing with work
worth less than 10% of the total course grade .
In particular, instructors must indicate whether medical documentation will be required
for absences, late assignments or essays, missed tests, laboratory experiments or
tutorials, etc. Where medical documentation is required, such documentation must b e
submitted by the student directly to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s office, and it will be
the Dean’s office that will make the determination whether accommodation is
warranted. Given the University’s Official Student Record Information Privacy Policy,
instructors may not collect medical documentation.
In all cases where accommodation is being sought for work totalling 10% or more of
the final grade in a course, students will be directed to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s
office.
Students who have been denied accommodation by an instructor may appeal this
decision to the appropriate Faculty Dean’s office but will be required to present
appropriate documentation.
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Attendance:
Under university regulations, if someone misses more than 15% of their classes (15%
is equivalent to missing 8 hours of Lecture and/or Studio Lab, due to absence or
lateness, or a combination of both, per semester) without written corroboration for
health or bereavement, students can be debarred from participation in final evaluations
and/or assignments. Note that if a student is consistently absent from a 3 -hour class
for 1 hour, they will exceed the 15% cutoff and be debarred; assignments may stop
being accepted and such assignments will receive a mark of 0 (zero)
Religious Accommodation:
Students should consult the University's list of recognized religious holidays, and
should give reasonable notice in writing, prior to the holiday, to the Instructor and an
Academic Counselor if their course requirements will be affected by a religious
observance. Additional information is given in the Western Multicultural Calendar.
Electronic Devices:
During Exams: Unless you have medical accommodations that require you to do so, or
explicit permission from the instructor of the course, you may not use any electronic
devices during any tests, quizzes, midterms, examinations, or other in -class
evaluations.
During Lectures and Tutorials: Although you are welcome to use a c omputer during
lecture and tutorial periods, you are expected to use the computer for scholastic
purposes only, and refrain from engaging in any activities that may distract other
students from learning. From time to time, your professor may ask the class to turn off
all computers, to facilitate learning or discussion of the material presented in class.
Unless explicitly noted otherwise, you may not make audio or video recordings of
lectures – nor may you edit, re-use, distribute, or re -broadcast any of th e material
posted to the course website.
Normal Building Access (September 1st to April 30th) (Subject to change):
The John Labatt Visual Arts Centre will be closed at 10:00pm each night Monday to
Friday. There will be no after-hour access for undergrad uate students. The Centre is
open weekends 12:00pm -5:00pm unless otherwise posted; access by side entrances
only. Students should be prepared to vacate the building promptly at 10:00pm and
5:00pm. You must also sign -in with the building monitors when worki ng in the
workshop areas outside of regular office hours.
Permission re: Promotion:
You grant permission for Western University to reproduce your name, information
describing your artwork, representations of your work and any other information you
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have provided for the purpose of display, promotion and publicity either now or in the
future.
By installing your artwork in the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre, you grant Western
University an irrevocable, perpetual, royalty -free world-wide license to photogr aph your
artwork and use such photograph(s) for the promotion of your artwork and/or Western
University, including, without limitation, advertising, display, editorial, packaging,
promotion, television, social media, the Department of Visual Arts website, flickr,
Twitter, Instagram etc.). Students wishing to not have their work photographed should
not exhibit it in the Visual Arts Centre, Artlab Gallery or Cohen Commons. As the area
is open to the public, students, faculty, staff and other visitors will not be prohibited
from photographing your artwork while on exhibit at the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre.
You otherwise retain all ownership in your artwork.
Artwork Installation Liability Release:
You understand that the area where your artwork will be hanging or displayed is
unsupervised and is in a part of the building that may be open to the public, day and
evening, whether or not the building is open. Western University accepts no
responsibility for damage to, or loss of, artwork at any time while on display or while
being transported to or from the John Labatt Visual Arts Centre. By displaying your
artwork in the John Labatt Visual Arts Center, you accept all risk of loss or damage to
your artwork. Western University does not provide insurance for t he artwork on
exhibition. If you wish to insure artwork, it is your responsibility to do so.
Removal:
Western University reserves the right to dispose of artwork not picked up by April 15th
of each year.
Support Services:
There are various support services around campus and these include, but are not
limited to:
Registrarial Services http://www.registrar.uwo.ca
Student Support Services https://student.uwo.ca/psp/heprdweb/?cmd=login
Services provided by the USC http://westernusc.ca/services/
Academic Support and Engagement http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to
obtain help. Immediate help in the event of a crisis can be had by phoning
519.661.3030 (during class hours) or 519.433.2023 after class hours and on weekends.
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Health and Wellness:
Wes tern offers a variety of counseling services and several mental health resources for
s tudents . If you or a friend are feeling overwhelmed, confus ed or uns ure of your mental
health s tate, pleas e don’t ignore it. There are s teps you can take to help yours elf or
help others . Wes tern provides s everal on-campus health-related s ervices to help
engage in healthy living while purs uing your degree. For example, to s upport phys ical
activity, all s tudents receive members hip in Wes tern’s Campus Recreation Center.
Further information regarding health and wellnes s -related s ervices available to
s tudents may be found at http://www.health.uwo.ca/.
If you are in emotional or mental dis tres s s hould refer to Mental Health Support at
Wes tern http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete lis t of options
about how to obtain help.
Gender Neutral Bathrooms:
Middles ex College does not have s pecifically gender-neutral bathrooms . There are two
gender neutral bathrooms in the J LVAC. One is located in the Artlab and is open only
during Artlab hours . A s econd s ingle s tall gender neutral bathroom can be found on the
third floor of the J LVAC. Here is the full lis t of inclus ive was hrooms at UWO:
http://www.uwo.ca/equity/doc/inclus ive_was hrooms .pdf.
Pleas e contact the Adminis trative Officer, Meghan Edmis ton
(meghan.edmis ton@uwo.ca), for card acces s to the elevator and s tairs if you are in
need of the 3rd floor gender neutral/accessible washroom for the academic year.
OPTIONAL POLICY AS REQUIRED:
If you are giving multiple choice exams :
Computer-marked multiple-choice tes ts and/or exams may be s ubject to s ubmis s ion
for s imilarity review by s oftware that will check for unus ual coincidences in ans wer
patterns that may indicate cheating
Land Acknowledgement
https ://communications .uwo.ca/comms /land-acknowledgement/
Studio Art Grade Descriptors:
90-100 (Outstanding, A+) - The s tudio work s hows s ignificant originality and exhibits a
high degree of critical engagement. Sophis ticated analys is and s ynthes is involving
complex theoretical and conceptual thinking are demons trated. Mas tery of complex
ideas is immediately evident. The s tudio work has originality, clarity and ambition. The
project is treated with s ens itivity and s ubtlety of thought. The quality of the background
preparation and res earch, engagement with proces s and outcome of the s tudio
production is exemplary.
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80-89 (Excellent, A) - The studio work shows originality and exhibits a high degree of
critical engagement. The work is clearly focused and intelligently presented. Mastery of
complex ideas is demonstrated. The studio work has clarity and am bition. The quality
of the studio production immediately engages the viewer. The studio work has been
sufficiently developed and demonstrates mastery of techniques so that results are
compelling. Background preparation and research, engagement with process and
outcome of the studio production is impressive.
75-79 (Very Good, B+) - The studio work shows above average analysis, critical
thinking and independent thought. It demonstrates a clear awareness of the
parameters of the assignment and a very good a ttempt to respond creatively to them.
The work demonstrates reasonable depth and/or breadth and engages in a production
that is appropriate to the level of the course. The quality of studio work engages the
viewer and demonstrates above -average mastery of techniques. Background
preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the studio
production is very good.
70-74 (Good, B) - The studio work shows a satisfactory attempt at analysis and critical
thinking. It shows a good attempt to respond to assignment parameters. The work
demonstrates some depth and/or breadth, making references to appropriate course
material/art context. Th e studio production engages the viewer and demonstrates a
sufficient mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement
with process and outcome of the studio production is satisfactory.
60-69 (Competent, C) - The studio work demonst rates adequate engagement with the
project. It shows an attempt to respond to assignment parameters but does so at a
very basic level that lacks creativity. Engagement with studio production demonstrates
basic mastery of techniques. Background preparation and research, engagement with
process and outcome of the studio production is competent.
50-59 (Marginal, D) - The studio work shows less than adequate engagement with the
topic and with the material covered by the course. The studio work waivers in its
attempt to respond to assignment parameters and tends to be simplistic. Engagement
with studio production demonstrates less than a basic mastery of techniques.
Background preparation and research, engagement with process and outcome of the
studio producti on is less than satisfactory.
Below 50 (Unacceptable, F) - The studio work demonstrates a failure to
comprehend/engage the topic. The studio work is incomplete and lacks redeeming
creative merit. The work clearly does not meet the minimal requirements o f the
assignment. Background preparation and research, engagement with process and
outcome of the studio production is unacceptable.
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